STAFFORD MUNICIPAL SCHOOL DISTRICT
SUPERINTENDENT'S OFFICE

1625 STAFFORDSHIRE ROAD

STAFFORD, TEXAS 77477

281-261-9202 FaAx: 281-261-9249

August 28, 2009
Dear SMSD Parent,

As you may be aware, during the 81* Texas Legislative Session that concluded in early June, House Bill
3 (HB 3) was passed, which included a change in the state requirements for high school graduation.
SMSD is committed to providing accurate and timely information to students and families; therefore we
want to share this information with you as there are significant issues that surround this change.

In summary...

e HB 3 allows students more electives by eliminating health, technology applications, and % credit
of physical education.

e The requirement goes into effect September 1, 2009; however, districts may choose to continue
requiring the above-mentioned courses.

e This change allows for 6 elective credits compared to 3% previously allowed.

What are challenges to districts implementing this change immediately?

e Many students have already taken one or more of the now non-required courses while many
other students have yet to take them. Due to this inconsistency, students who have not taken
any of the courses will have a potential advantage with their high school grade point average as
they would have the opportunity to take courses with a higher grade weight than health,
technology applications and physical education.

e There are not enough alternative courses available for students who do not take health,
technology applications, or a third semester of physical education. This has significant
repercussions for Middle and High School course scheduling and, more importantly, staffing.

At their regular Board meeting August 10, 2009, the SMSD Board and administration agreed the SMSD
administration would make a formal recommendation for SMSD to successfully complete a semester of
health, technology applications, and 1% semesters of physical education. The new graduation
requirements would be phased in and begin with the 2009-10 8" grade class (class of 2014). This will
ensure that all students are treated in a fair and equitable manner regarding Grade Point Averages (GPA)
and class rank. The recommendation will be made at the September 14, 2009, School Board meeting.

If you have additional questions or need additional information please contact the Stafford High School
counseling staff. A frequently asked questions resource is available at
http://ritter.tea.state.tx.us/curriculum/HB3QA071409.pdf.

Sincerely,

A/

H.D. CHAMBERS
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August 28, 2009

Estimados padres de SMSD,

Como ya debe usted de haberse enterado, durante la 817" sesion legislativa de Texas que concluy6 en
el mes de junio, una enmienda de ley se aprobd (HB 3), que incluye un cambio en los requisitos para
graduacion de la escuela preparatoria. Nuestro distrito estd comprometido a proveer informacién precisa
y oportuna a los alumnos y sus familias, por lo tanto queremos compartir esta informacién con usted ya
gue los cambios son muy significativos.

En resumen...
e Mas clases electivas eliminando la clase de salud, aplicaciones tecnoldgicas y ¥ crédito de
educacion fisica.
e Los requisitos entran en vigencia el 1° de septiembre del 2009, pero los distritos pueden aun
requerir los cursos ya mencionados
e Este cambio permite 6 créditos de clases electivas comparados con 3% permitidos
anteriormente.

¢, Cuales son los retos para los distritos que pongan en practica estos cambios inmediatamente?

¢ Muchos de los alumnos ya tomaron uno o mas de los cursos que ahora no son requeridos,
mientras otros alumnos aun no los toman. Debido a esta inconsistencia, los alumnos que no han
tomado estos cursos tendran una ventaja potencial en su promedio ya que podran tomar cursos
con mas peso que los de salud, aplicaciones tecnolégicas o educacion fisica.

¢ No hay suficientes cursos alternativos que estén disponibles. Esto tiene repercusiones serias
para las escuelas secundaria y preparatoria al crear sus horarios y sobre todo de personal
docente.

Durante la reunién de la mesa directiva y la administracion de SMSD del 10 de agosto del 2009, se
acordo que el distrito hara una recomendacion formal para que los alumnos completen exitosamente la
clase de salud, aplicaciones tecnolégicas y un semestre y medio de educacion fisica. Los nuevos
requisitos para graduacion entrardn en vigencia para la clase de 8° grado del afio escolar 2009-10 (clase
que se graduara el 2014). Esto asegurara que todos los alumnos se traten de una manera justa y
equitativa. La recomendacion se hara el 14 de septiembre del 2009 en la reunién de la Mesa Directiva
de SMSD.

Si tiene preguntas o necesita mas informacioén, por favor comuniquese con las consejeras del la
Preparatoria Stafford. Un recurso que le ayudara a contestar mas preguntas esta disponible en la
siguiente pagina web http://ritter.tea.state.tx.us/curriculum/HB3QA071409.pdf.

Sinceramente,

/J H.D. CHAMBERS



